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THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD 

MISSIONS 
Encouraging Signs in Mexico 

There has been much bloodshed and suf- 
fering in Mexico in recent years. Out of 
this remarkable results have issued. The 
Missionary Review of the World, March, 
speaks on this matter. First, there is a 
great desire among Mexicans to hear the 
evangelical message. The old Romanized 
Christianity has opposed progress and edu- 
cation. In fact, the revolution came about 
because of religious as well as economic 
abuses. The leaders of the new r6gime do 
not look with hope or favor upon the old 
order. They realize the need of a dynamic 
from some source that can effect national 
transformation. They are wondering and 
inquiring whether Protestantism can supply 
this dynamic. Also the common people 
have been shocked into a new spirit of open- 
mindedness and everywhere seek to hear the 
gospel. Ministers and workers are over- 
pressed with insistent calls. 

Another striking aspect is the develop- 
ment of autonomy among the Mexican 
churches. Conditions during the revolution 
have enforced the absence of foreign mis- 
sionaries much of the time. The burden of 
leadership, financial and spiritual, has been 
upon the Mexicans. They have met this 
responsibility in a remarkable way. The 
needs of the times forced upon the denomina- 
tions a closer fellowship, and it is interesting 
to learn that some time ago at their national 
convention they appointed a committee to 
study the question of one united evangelical 
church in Mexico. Emphasis on the service 
side of the gospel is another result. "Evan- 
gelicals, of whom many are prominent 
workers in the new political program of 
their country, are now realizing that religion 
should contribute to the practical solution 
of all the many social, moral, and educa- 

tional problems involved in the difficult 
period of reconstruction now being faced." 
There is furthermore a comprehensive plan 
of co-operation among the mission boards. 
Under this plan developments have been 
surprisingly favorable. Territorial adjust- 
ments have been made which prevent 
unnecessary overlapping of work. The 
Union Theological Seminary, Mexico City, 
was opened last May. It is supported by 
seven mission boards: two Methodist, two 
Presbyterian, the Congregationalists, Dis- 
ciples, and Friends. The first five students 
applying for entrance there were members 
of five different communions. A committee 
on co-operation in Mexico, representing all 
the denominations, has been appointed to 
study the whole program of the Mexican 
Evangelical Church and to work with the 
general committee on co-operation in Latin 
America in carrying out co-operative plans. 
"When it is remembered that before the rev- 
olution there was not a single co-operative 
missionary enterprise in Mexico, no division 
of territory, and no committee to foster 
interdenominational work, it will be seen 
that remarkable progress has been made." 

The Printed Page 

In the Moslem World, April, the editor, 
Samuel M. Zwemer, D.D., discusses the 
printed page as a factor in missionary prog- 
ress. He would not make it a substitute 
for the living voice, but he insists that its 
power as an evangelistic agency has never 
been realized. In this form the message is 
often more persuasive, more permanent, 
and reaches a larger audience than that 
spoken by human lips. It is the ubiquitous 
missionary, often entering closed lands and 
penetrating into the most secluded villages. 
"In many lands the post-office has become 
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an evangelistic agency. It carries Christian 
literature unobtrusively into the homes of 
all classes, and those who have tried this 
method are enthusiastic regarding its effect- 
iveness and comparative economy." Editor 
Zwemer emphasizes especially the work of 
the American Christian Literature Society 
for Moslems, which for a number of years has 

co-operated closely with the Nile Mission 
Press in the preparation and circulation of 
Christian literature. In testimony of the 
power of the printed page we need but know 
that "nearly all the enquirers in Moslem 
lands have first been led to Christ by means 
of a book or tract." There is yet an impor- 
tant function for colporteurs and tract dis- 
tributors. It is a method of approach open 
to all, and if it is followed with sympathy it 
is everywhere welcomed. 

We need prayer that new writers may be 
raised up of God, that funds and leisure may be 
found to make present workers more effective; 
that the message of the printed page may be 
a tongue of fire, that all that is written may be 
founded on first-hand Oriental experience, not 
on translations of incidents and stories from the 
West. Above all, we need to hold before us the 
real aim of Christian literature: it is to quicken 
hearts and build up character. There has been 
enough literature of the controversial type, 
destructively critical of Islam. 

The new era calls for a new program. 

A Modern Mission 

The editor of the New East, February, 
expresses some views of a modern mission. 
He says that the basis of an efficient modern 
mission is first of all thorough evangelism. 
But in this there is only a potential force as 
far as this life is concerned. There must be 

training and education. Experienced work- 
ers on the field know that thousands are 
arrested in spiritual, moral, and mental 

growth simply because the missionary sys- 

tem of education did not influence them in 
the right way at the right time. For this 
reason a modern and really efficient mission 
must be a broader work than simply church 
work or ordinary mission-school work. The 
scholastic training of the old days is not 
sufficient now. A modern mission must 

study the social and industrial conditions 
of its own field and engage the best-trained 
men and women to develop technical and 
normal schools, using as the basis for their 
work the natural products and materials of 
their own district. 

A War-Time Program for Local 
Churches 

All of the churches are now doing some 
kind of war service, but because of lack of 
standardization of program the service is 
not as uniform or as effective as it should be. 
Much of the work has been done without 
careful thought or planning. Men and 

Missions, March, has something to say on 
this subject: "The natural consequence is 
that the churches have not rendered the 
efficient service, the co-operative labor, of 
which they are capable. There has been 

duplication of effort, and there has been 
waste." Following this statement the edi- 
tor directs attention to a source that was 

designed to straighten out this tangle, 
namely, the General War-Time Commission 
of the Churches. It has issued a pamphlet 
containing a complete program for the 

guidance of local churches in their war work. 
It is designed for churches that are distant 
from training camps. The program deals 
in all possible ways in which different- 
circumstanced churches can organize and 

supervise the best kind of war work. The 

pamphlet may be had of the Federal 
Council of Churches, o105 East 22d Street, 
New York, N.Y. 
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